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Jesus." 1 Do the facts warrant the conclusion ?
The single saying emphasized by Harnack un-
doubtedly presents serious difficulties of its own
which it is impossible just now to discuss ; but it
is surely unnecessary, in order to give a reason-
able explanation of the restrictions which Jesus
laid upon the Twelve, and which He observed
Himself, to say that the universal mission of
Christ lay beyond the scope of His thought and
purpose.

For consider : do not the very restrictions imply
and reveal a consciousness on some one's part that
the gospel which the Twelve were sent to preach
was fitted for a wider world than Judaism ? Why
should Jesus say, Go not into any way of the GerMes ;
enter not into any city of the Samaritans, unless
already to His mind or to theirs the thought were
present: this is a message not for the Jew only,
but for all men ? But the disciples, we are sure,
as yet, had no such thought. What Jew of
Palestine in Christ's day would have planned a
mission to Gentile dogs or half-heathen Samari-
tans ? It is Christ's own thought which His words
reveal. Moreover, is not the fact just named
itself a sufficient explanation of the restricted com-
mission ? The Twelve as yet were manifestly
disqualified for missionary labour in the region
1 Expansion of Christianity, p. 4:1 (footnote).